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TH6012 – Export prices increased further due to current tight domestic market supplies and concern 

about drought.  A new tender for food and non-food grade rice from the government stocks will be 

issued on February 16-17. 
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Market Tone 

 
Export prices increased $5-10/MT this week, back to the same levels last seen in June 2015.  This 

is a 2-percent increase from the previous week due to current tight domestic supplies of new-crop 

white rice and concern that drought will adversely affect off-season rice production.  Meanwhile, 

shipments of new-crop white rice under the Government-to-Government agreements with the 

Philippines, Indonesia, and China continued.  Finally, the exchange rate further strengthened from 

35.8 baht/US$ to 35.4 baht/US$.       

The Government announced that it will issue a new tender to sell government stocks on February 

16-17, 2016.  The tender will consist of 204,998 metric tons of food-grade rice on February 16 and 

364,118 metric tons of non-food grade rice on February 17.  Around 60 percent of food-grade rice 

in this tender will be glutinous rice with the remaining being broken white and fragrant rice. 

 Sources indicated that these sales will not ease current tight market supplies since 5% grade 

white rice will not be available in the tender. 

Regarding the November 30, 2015 tender which sold 37,413 metric tons of non-food grade rice for 

industrial uses, the Government has reported that it ultimately sold only 21,200 metric tons to a 

fertilizer manufacturer.  The remaining sales to a power plant were cancelled.           

                

Rice Export Update 

Unofficial preliminary rice exports (excluding premium white and fragrant rice) for January 25-31, 

2016 totaled 48,544 metric tons, down 54,153 metric tons from the previous week, and down 

29,835 metric tons from the four-week moving average of 78,379 metric tons (Table 2).  Rice 

exports from January 1-31, 2016 totaled 313,723 metric tons, up 34 percent from the previous 

week. 
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